INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF ENGLISH
LANGUAGE,LITERATURE IN HUMANITIES

6 Is)ue/ll %

B ////// £
No‘(rem})er

2018—

w /7
7

”,’/ﬂ

A

//’/

”"'Io

’w ZL

.f..,j,/ LY J OUFNR NAL

g
An international platform for researchers

>




1 of English Language, LIterature in numanities
lmer?,:‘;i&w, J,,",",',“,;‘,S,.w,g (Refereed), UGC Approved Journal

Volume 6, Issue 11,

November, 2018

11

THE DEPICTION OF HYBRIDITY IN
AMITAV GHOSH'S THE SEA OF
POPPIES

M. MOHAMED ANWAR, DR. A.
DASTAGEER

118-125

12

BAMA'S KARUKKU: A PROBE INTO

RAFSEENA M, SR. DR.
MARYKUTTY ALEX

126-142

13

THE SELF
REMAPPING WOMEN IN A
NATION’S HISTORY: A FEMINIST

STUDY
OF THE NOVELS OF TAHMIMA

ANAM

SHUBHRA SINGH SARDAR

143-153

14

CHARACTERISTICS OF FEUDO-
PATRIARCHAL SOCIETY: A STUDY
OF DALIP KAUR TIWANA’S
NOVELLAS TWILIGHT/MARK OF

THE NOSE-RING

GURSHRAN KAUR TIWANA,
DR. SOHAN SINGH

154-160

MARK TWAIN’S A DOG’S TALE—A
CRITICAL ANALYSIS

P. PADMA PRIYA, PROF.T.
NARAYANA,

161-169

16

CHALLENGES IN TEACHING
ENGLISH FOR TRIBAL STUDENTS IN
RESIDENTIAL INSTITUTIONS

RAMESH NAIDU VANJARI,
T.NARAYANA

170-178

17

A PASSAGE FROM EUCLIO’S
MISERLINESS TO REDEMPTION:
CRITIQUING PLAUTUS’S THE POT

OF GOLD

DR. NITAI CHANDRA SAHA

179-183

18

COMPARATIVE AND CONTRASTING
STUDY OF RAJARAO’S
KANTHAPURA AND DEEBA SALIM’S
URMA

SYYADA FAHEEM

184-195

19

ELUSIVE HAPPINESS QUOTIENT

DR RATI OBEROI.

196-206

20

NAVIGATING THE COSMOPOLITAN
SPACE AND IDENTITY IN THE
WHITE TIGER

PALLABI KONWAR

207-216

21

DISTORTED ARTICULATIONS:
DECRYPTING CHILDHOOD SEXUAL
ABUSE IN KAHAANI 2

VISHNUS P

217-227

22

MIRRORING NARRATIVES: AN
ANALYSIS OF SPATIAL
REPRESENTATIONS IN VIKRAM
CHANDRA’S SACRED GAMES

SINI JOSE

228-246

23

RACIAL OPPRESSION IN TONI
MORRISON’S BELOVED AND ALICE
WALKER’S MERIDIAN

DR. S. P. ZANKE,

247-258

24

BODY, IDENTITY AND
EXPRESSION:DOING AND UNDOING
GENDER IN

AYSHATHASNI K

l

TE LD TV T Y A S 703 & f~m v & o o e o

259-269




+p. Padma Priya

Asst. professor

yisakha Govt. Degree College (W)
Visakhapatnam. India.

¢+prof. T. Narayana
Dept. of English

Andhra University
visakhapatnam, India.
sripriyappp@gamil.com

Mark Twain’s A Dog’s Tale—A Critical Analysis

Abstract:

Mark Twain, the American literary icon, is a great humourist, humanist and a moralist.

The short narrative A Dog’s Tale is written in strong opposition to vivisection. The story

reveals various perspectives like humanism, moralism, irony, faithfulness and sympathy

towards animals. The short narrative explores enslavement and relationships and also contains

autobiographical elements. Mark Twain has gradually dwelt deep into the inner plane of

Aileen’s mother and he elevated her from an initial “frivolous character” to a dog of high

virtues. The mother dog imparts moral values to her daughter. The readers are gradually and

gently led to peep into the mind of the humble and the faithful dog Aileen.

Key Words:moral precepts, upstanding qualities, faithfulness, ignorance, slavery.

Samuel Langhorne Clemens, the sixth child of John Marshall Clemens and Jane

Missouri on November 30, 1835. Twain inherited

L :
“Mpton Clemens, was born in Florida,

“Mpassion and sympathy towards animals from his mother. Mark Twain and his youngest

aughte Jean were against tO vivisection. Twain was active in the anti-vivisection
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Mark Twain is acerbically sarcastic about the human attitude when he asserted that

»s mother “had such confi
een

dence in the j gnorance of those cr
il

jpion her changed, new
1
chat

catures” as they would never
explanation every time for a given word. Twain ridiculed at the

tance, @ Whiteman’s confidence of the ignorance of his African slaves in the southern
A =5te 1S )
for 11

f America. Twain writes “But no harm wag done; the others rolled and barked too,
0
States
ly ashamed of themselves for not seeing the point, and never suspecting that the fault
jvate
prm

t with them and there wasn’t any to see” (Twain, 432).
was no

Twain explained the same incapability, ignorance and meekness of Chinaman for
pearing all the wrongs of the Whiteman. Mark Twain inhis famous travelogue Roughing It
xplored that the China man isa silent sufferer and would not raise his voice towards the
Zrutality against him. The narrator of the Roughing It quoted that he had heard, San Francisco
hoys stoned a Chinaman to death yet “they seldom think of resenting the vilest insults or the
c:ilest injuries” (624). They never tried to realise that it is not their fault yetthey are forced to
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jleen’s mother’s last words . )
A before the separation are “In memory of me when there is

. er to another do ;
4 time of dang not think of yourself, think of your mother, and do as she would

: these parting : .
& (433) and parting words by her mother have formed the very rubric of Aileen’s

har acter for which she has tried to live upon throughout her life

At the age of seventeen when Mark Twain wanted to leave the house in search of better

+:es then his mother :
oPPOm"“tleg took an oath from him to behave in good conduct. In both, the

cases sentiments are attached. John H. Davis writes in the Critical Companion to Mark Twain

25 A Dog’s Tale” is a surprisingly sentimental polemic by an author who was a longtime

opponent of sentimentalism” (storyoftheweek.loa.org). Readers can observe many

autobiographical elements in this short narrative.

Aileen gives a vivid description of her present situation—her new house, its richness,

grandeur and of her new masters Mrs.Gray and Mr.Gray, their ten-year-old daughter Sadie and

their little baby. Aileen has a happy life in her new household and her “happiness was perfect”

when she has her puppy. Aileen says that Mrs.Gray and Sadie are lovely human beings with a

d appearance is “handsome, a little bald in front, alert,

compassionate heart.Mr.Gray s outwar

quick in his movements, business like, prompt, decided” (433) and twain hints at his

characteristic feature of “unsentimental.”

lone with the master’s baby sleeping in its crib. The nurse

On one winter day, Aileenisa
¢ She saved the baby by

is out. A spark from the fireplace shot up and “The nursery is on fir

dragging it from the cloud of smoke and flames risking her own life. By doing so Aileen tried ‘5‘

to standup to her mother’s moral ideology- Unfortunately, Aileen is misjudged, the master
canned the dog and her left foreleg is broken due to a strong blow. She managed to hide in the

dark garret of the house.
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Aileen watches two whole weeks for her little Robin to come up and in the third week
€K,

. suspects of something terrible even though it could not understand exactly, stops eating and

waits at the place for her little son. She becomes so week and one day with the sinkin

ileen also sank and the servants comment that: “The humble little friend is gone where

A
heasts that perish go” (437).

led to peep into the mind of the humble and t

The readers are gradually and gently
mithful dog Aileen. They arc emotionally attached to—its inability to express its agony wi

y and faithfulness, for her excitement to watc

d from her mother, for her brevit

it is separate

sapling come out and finally at a later stage d heart breaking separation from

Robin Adair.

e of a humourist. Twain the moralist says tk

Mark Twain is a moralist in the guis
mother dog advises Aileen as 0 discharge its duty honestly and perfectly but should no
the accolades. One should discharge one’s duty with utmost sincerity. The dog a faithful

n being with intelligence lost his humant

Could stand up to her duty whereas the huma

~1d for a wise and good purpose, and must do ¢
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